Data-based resource planning for battlefield trauma management.
Optimal medical care of the wounded soldier can be provided only if clinicians have appropriate supplies present in adequate quantities. At the same time, the battlefield environment requires maximum efficiency in resource utilization. Logistical support for field surgical units can be allocated more efficiently without compromising the quality of care by using a database derived from trauma patient management. The records of patients treated for gunshot wounds at an urban level I trauma center were reviewed and the use of medications at each stage of treatment was quantified. From this information, a database was compiled that could be used to predict medical resource requirements for combat scenarios. Such a database could be used to assist in planning logistical support, resulting in better tailoring of deployable medical unit resources to meet the actual needs of injured soldiers.